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LEESTON LEARNERS - Legends in the Making 
 
Ko nga akonga o He Puna Karumata 
He rangatira mo apopo 
 
Thursday 3 September 2026 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Ko e ʻumuʻimuʻa ʻe ʻuli e tāpangai 
“In unity, there is beauty and harmony” 

 
Tena koutou katoa 
 
Spring has arrived and we’re enjoying the warmer weather enabling classes to be outside making the 
most of our environment. The fields and courts are busy with games and activities and it’s great to see 
such active students. 
 
Our recent Teacher Only Day was our final session focussed on our new maths curriculum. We were able 
to host our local schools as we had a facilitated professional development day. It’s always enjoyable being 
able to collaborate with colleagues from other schools and develop a shared understanding. 
 
Our Waitatari Team had a day looking at being Firewise. This involved lessons in the class and we were 
also fortunate to have a visit from our local fire service allowing the children to have a hands-on 
experience. It’s awesome to see some of our parents and grandparents involved in the fire service being 
part of this activity. 
 
Tomorrow is shaping up as a busy day with our Father’s Day Breakfast, Book Character Parade and a 
Whole School Assembly hosted by Room 1. Special thanks to our PTA for all the effort and organisation 
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that goes into our Father’s Day Breakfast, and we look forward to seeing some of our student’s Dad’s and 
special people making it along. 
 
 
Nga mihi nui 

Dean Paton 

 

WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL 
Kane Austin, Harvey Gardner, Luka McDonald, Zendaya Pene-Mahanga and Dakota Burnett 

 

CLASS PLACEMENT FOR 2027 
Early in term four our team leaders will be starting to organise class structure and student placement 
for 2027. Children will be placed in classes that will cater for their learning level and are grouped with 
children of their year level. Composite or mixed classes are part of the yearly composition of class 
structure.  
We would like to give you the opportunity to provide us with information on your child’s learning, health, 
emotional and social needs for us to consider while making class placements. Please email these to Lynda 
at principal@leeston.school.nz by the end of this term (Friday 25th September). Please note that we 
cannot look at requests for specific teachers. 

  
 

ELLESMERE A&P SHOW SCHOOL ENTRIES  
Please see the attached link with all the information about 
this year's A&P Show children entries.   This year they have 
added in some new updated arts, crafts and baking classes 
as well. Great way to get kids off screens and getting creative!  
Kids classes are free to enter and prize money is awarded to 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd places. 

 
CLICK LINK: Ellesmere A & P Show School Package 

 

The Schools Section at the Ellesmere A&P Show offers a wide variety of classes for children of all ages to 
enter. Sections include: 
Floral Art 
Technology/Decorative 
Arts & Crafts 
Cooking 
Pet Lamb, Sheep, Goat & Calf 
 
ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 
We kindly ask that caregivers contact us before 8:30am whenever a child will be absent. You can quickly 
log an absence through our EdgeApp or leave a message on the school voicemail at 03 3243-493. Please 
remember to include your child’s name and the reason for their absence. 

If you are planning a family trip or holiday during term time, please email ahead of time to 
principal@leeston.school.nz detailing the length and reason for the absence. Your help with this makes a 
huge difference! Getting in touch early helps us make sure all our students are safe and accounted for on 
their way to school, while saving our office staff from having to make individual follow-up phone calls. 

mailto:principal@leeston.school.nz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dJb6nnm5SRxYkZOcRJR_Jf_hu1_xlDQX/view?usp=sharing
mailto:principal@leeston.school.nz
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Daffodil Day 
We want to say a huge ‘thank you’ for being part of this incredible day. 

Our school community raised $539.88 
 

 
Room 10 

 

Junior Kapa Haka 

 
 

                     
     Kim and Whaea Mel     Room 12 Artwork 
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Rhubarb Harvesting 
 

 
 
 

LEESTON LEGENDS 
Blake and Malaki have had an incredible year representing Affinity Gymnastics, showcasing their hard 
work and bringing home a range of impressive awards. After recently competing in Dunedin, they took on 
the Canterbury Championships in Christchurch. Gymnastics has no off-season, and with six hours of 
weekly training year-round, their dedication is truly remarkable. We are very proud of you both! 
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THANK YOU FROM THE PTA 
 
Thank you so much to one of our parents who generously donated enough 
toothpaste for every family. The eldest child of each family will receive a tube of 
toothpaste this week. 
 
Brush your teeth everyday, to keep the dentist away! 
 
Horoia ò niho!  
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Discovery Dome from Science Alive visited the Waitatari team last week. 
 

They took an interactive journey through space and learnt about 
the unique features of the planets in our solar system. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Refer to our website for further term updates 

 

3 September Newsletter 

4 September Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am 
Book Character Dress Up parade 
Whole School Assembly -11.30am All welcome 

7 September Canterbury Duathlon 
BOT Meeting 6pm 

11 September Kids Discovery Plant out day 

14 September Choir practise Avonhead School 
Tennis for Yr 5 & 6 

15 September Cohort School Visit 
St Johns lessons - Waitatari 

16 September St Johns Lessons - Waitatari 

17 September Cantry Winter Tournament 
Newsletter 
Starting School Parent evening - 7pm 

18 September Kids Discovery Plant out day p/p 
Whole School Assembly - 11.30am All Welcome 

22 September Cohort School Visit 

23 September Pō  Whakangahau TBC 

24 September Syndicate reward day 

25 September Term 3 Finishes 

12 October Term 4 Starts 
Cohort entry 
BOT Meeting 6pm 

13 October School Photos 
PTA Meeting 7pm 

15 October Newsletter 

16 October Yr 6 & EC Wellbeing TBC 
Whole School Assembly - 11.30am All Welcome 
Te Whare Mauri Ora afternoon 1.15pm - 2.45pm 

21 October Health Meeting TBC 

22 October Year 6 Conference TBC 

23 October Kids Discovery Plantout Day TBC 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

  

 
 
 
BIG FUN, GREAT VALUE! 
 
Busy Bumbles Term 3 Holiday Programme Bookings 
Are Now Open! 

Looking for a fun, affordable option these school holidays? We 
know keeping the kids happy and cared for while juggling work 
and family life can be a lot, so we’re here to help. Busy Bumbles 
Holiday Programmes give tamariki a safe, welcoming and action-
packed place to spend their holidays, with plenty of activities, 
creative fun, relaxed play and opportunities to make new 
friends. 

With our reduced fees, standard school-hour bookings start 
from just $40, helping make quality holiday care more accessible 
for local whānau. 

Your closest Busy Bumbles Holiday Programmes are Clearview 
or Lemonwood Grove Schools, with spaces available across the 
school holidays. Find out more about our Term 3 Holiday 
Programme and book here: busybumbles.co.nz/our-

programmes/holiday-programmes/ 

 
 

https://busybumbles.co.nz/our-programmes/holiday-programmes/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://busybumbles.co.nz/our-programmes/holiday-programmes/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://busybumbles.co.nz/our-programmes/holiday-programmes/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Leeston Bowls and Tennis Club Open Day is on Saturday 19th September at 1pm.  Please come along 
to register if you are interested in playing tennis this season. All ages welcome. We have a new junior 
tennis coach. Lessons will be after school on a Wednesday in term 4 and term 1. Times and start date to 
be confirmed.  
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